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AGM Minutes
Monday 6th July 2026 @ 7pm – online

Present: Bevis (Chair), Julia, James, Donnie, Lee, Bea, Helena. Tony (guest speaker), Rose (guest speaker). 
Apologies: Nina, Paul. 
Bevis welcomed and thanked Tony and Rose for agreeing to speak at our AGM and  the meeting started with Julia giving a resume of our year’s events.
 Secretary’s Report- Julia talked through the series of campaigning events that we had been involved in since the last AGM for the benefit of our speakers Rose and Tony and the AGM. These included Glastonbury Festival, Green Gathering at Chepstow, our Hiroshima exhibition and Lantern Float, Stroud College Freshers Fair, International Day of Peace and our commemorative White Poppy Wreath laid at the Harry Patch memorial, TUC Solidarity Fair, Tolpuddle Festival, our Charity Carol Singing and a presentation to students at Whitestone school.
The Secretary’s report was formally seconded and accepted. 
We welcomed Rose Crossland, guest speaker from Bristol CND:
Rose prepared an informal report about Bristol CND’s activities and shared it with us. One of the main activities is the production and circulation of a newsletter ‘Peace Matters’ which has about 375 subscribers, this is local & international news about nuclear weapons and power. Recently they were due to hold an exhibition at the MShed about Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Massive footfall at this museum) but sadly it was pulled – officially MShed said due to conflicting commitments but recently they came under fire from Ibit (who fund the IDS).
On Sunday 9th August they will be staging a ‘Die – in’ to mark the moment the bomb fell outside Bristol Cathedral from 10.30am. They regularly have a stall at community events such as Vegan-Fest and other events.
They have recently got a press officer who has had some great success at getting CND stories printed in local press.
They organised a coach to Lakenheath demo- the Bristol CND banner got onto the BBC news.
There will be some commerative cherry trees planting with plaques with the names of the victims of Hiroshima. 
Bevis offered BCND the use of our large CND sign. 
Tony Staunton Secretary of Plymouth CND and National Vice Chair of National CND. 
Tony praised the Mendip and Bristol CND for their campaigning and keeping CND visible. 
CND attends the NPT conference, National speaks at Hiroshima and at the European, South American and Indian rallies. National council reports from around the world, summing up the picture on the national and international stage. Trumps war on Iran, the genocide in Gaza, latest figures state that 85% of all structures in Gaza are gone and that 200,000 people are dead including 22,000 children. This shocking figure is likely to be higher, but bodies are still buried in the debris. National are focused on the issue of whether or not Iran has nuclear capabilities and the very real fact that never before have we been so close to nuclear warfare. The aircraft taking off from Lakenheath are ‘nuclear capable’ and some insider reports suggest that some of these aircraft have actually been armed.
The ‘Defence Implementation Plan’ (DIP) published by Parliament last week has seen it’s budget increase by 1/3 to £14Billion a year for weapons and Britain has now overtaken Russia for GDP spent on weapons,  only behind the USA and China.
Plymouth will receive £4 Billion through the DIP and yet the local people will not benefit from this at all, 1 in 3 children around the Plymouth Dock area live below the poverty line. Ultimately it is the private companies controlled by the US who make the profits.
CND attended a Peace Conference in London, 3000 people from all over Europe including 1500 delegates from Britain attended. There were reported major demonstrations against rearmament in Germany and France, sadly fascism is on the rise in these countries.
CND National is part of the anti-racism movement as well as working for change with climate activists. 
Bevis and James both asked if CND National works with any of the political parties. Tony explained we are not aligned with any but there is a section for the Green party, and in Plymouth the Greens councilor attends the local CND meetings. Tony highlighted that the DIP with all it’s new funding will actually produce far less job opportunities than any other sector such as Education, Health or even Culture.
Bevis thanked Tony for speaking at our AGM.
Minutes of the last AGM on 14th April were approved with no matters arising.
Treasurers Report: from Jacky
We took £12 in cash and cheques as most money comes in directly to the bank account. This is good as we now have bank charges of £50 per year and we are charged for paying in cash and cheques.
The committee agreed that we should pay the camping fees for the committee members who are attending Tolpuddle Festival on our behalf. 
We spent £423 on restocking  mostly T-shirts and badges so that the stall is well stocked for up and coming events.
There is a healthy balance of £3000 in the account. We won’t get the £500 from Glastonbury Festival this year.
Membership report:
Membership figures have dropped due to Glastonbury festival having a fallow year.
Bevis noted that there are many national members who have a local postcode, but reaching out and trying to engage them doesn’t seem to work. Also, that there are discrepancies in the  fee that people pay (this fee has not changed for years). Donnie and Lee expressed the idea that perhaps some people wish only to pay to be members but not be actively involved. We get a good income from these members and the festival and that allows us to actively support campaigns etc. 
The Treasurers and Membership reports were seconded and approved.
Donnie and the rest of the committee thanked Jacky and Bevis for their hard work, initiatives and commitment to the group.
Election of Officers:
Donnie and Bevis agreed to continue sharing the role of chair.
Thank you to Donnie and Bevis for doing this.
Donnie nominated Jacky to continue being Treasurer and Bevis nominated Julia and Bea to continue sharing the role of secretary. All 3 accepted and were approved. Thanks to them also.
Future Activities:
· Priddy Festival: we would like to have attended this year but didn’t have the people power. We will try again next year.
· Tolpuddle Festival: Jackie and Bevis are going on Thurs-Sun and James Fri-Sun. Lee will also attend on Saturday or Sunday for the day. 
· Green Gathering: Quinn will be attending.
· Hiroshima Candle Float and Exhibition on the Green: We need volunteers to help, Julia and Granville, Donnie and James all confirmed they can help to put the marquee up. Bevis asked if we should put the information boards about Trident up too, we agreed after a discussion that we would try it this year. 
Action: Nina to please contact the Mayors of Street and Wells to invite them to attend.
Action: Donnie will print off the flyer/poster and circulate it to members and Oxfam and Amnesty. 
Action: James will create a Facebook event to publicise this event.
Action: Helena will email ‘Nubit’ the local online newspaper and try and upload the flyer/Poster too.
Bookfair: Peta is going to speak to her contacts.
The date of 17th October has been ‘penciled in’.
Strode Freshers Fair: Donnie has been informed that the Freshers Fair may not be going ahead in September, not yet finalized. Donnie will keep us posted.
Thank you to Donnie for organising this.
A.O.B: 
Julia stated that she may not be here for  ‘International Day of Peace’ and the commemorative wreath laying at the Harry Patch memorial on 21st September. The wreath will need to be picked up by someone else. We agreed we will still cover this event and Donnie agreed to pick it up.
 Action: Julia and Donnie will arrange this nearer the time.
Bevis closed the meeting of the AGM.
Next Meeting - 3rd August 2026 @ The City Arms, Wells @ 7pm including time for discussions if time allows. 
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